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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 



Attachment(s) 

1.153 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. M Interview Summary (PTO-41 3), 

Paper No./Mail Date 10/31/05 . 

7. IE Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



v 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-37 (Rev. 7-05) 



Notice of Allowability 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20051031 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/708,478 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2819 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election of Group II (claims 1-11 and 24-33) filed on September 16, 2005 is 
acknowledged. 

In addition to the previous restriction, Restriction to one of the following inventions is 
required under 35U.S.C.121: 

I. Claims 1-11 and 28-33, drawn to a method of determining data read from the 
configuration memory, classified in class 713, subclass 1. 

II. Claims 24-27, drawn to a method of programming the configuration memory, 
classified in class 713, subclass 1. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions Group I and Group II are related as combination and subcombination. 
Inventions in this relationship are distinct if it can be shown that (1) the combination as claimed 
does not require the particulars of the subcombination as claimed for patentability, and (2) that 
the subcombination has utility by itself or in other combinations (MPEP § 806.05(c)). In the 
instant case, the combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the subcombination 
as claimed because the method of determining data read from the configuration memory does not 
require a method of programming the configuration memory. The subcombination has separate 
utility such as particular method of programming the configuration memory. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 
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During a telephone conversation with Mr. Babak Sani on October 27, 2005 a provisional 
election was made with traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 1-1 1 and 28-33. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Babak Sani on October 28, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Non-elected claims 12-27 have been canceled. 

Claim 3, line 7; and claim 1 1, line 16, "fifth state" and "sixth state" have been deleted 
and replaced by -seventh state- and -eighth state-, respectively. 

Reasons for Allowance 

Claims 1-11 and 28-33 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the best prior art of 
record, Smith, taken alone or in combination of other references, does not teach or fairly suggest 
a method of operating a programmable logic integrated circuit comprising, among other things, 
following the third state, in a fourth state, comparing the second pattern to an expected second 
pattern and returning to the first state if the second pattern does not match the expected second 
pattern (claims 1 and 10); and restarting the transfer of the user's configuration data if the at least 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/708,478 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2819 

two additional bits do not match the expected results for the two additional bits (claims 28 and 
31), as set forth in the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel D. Chang whose telephone number is (571) 272-1801. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's acting 
supervisor, Robert Pascal can be reached on (571) 272-1769. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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